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Transportation at Walt Disney World
(Part 2): The Underappreciated Ride
by Justine Fellows, PassPorter Guest Contributor and Author of PassPorter's
Speed Planner

The transportation game rarely brings us to the ferry boats, but they
are handy if you need to travel between the Magic Kingdom and the
Ticket and Transportation Center. The ferry boats are not often used by
those staying onsite, but if you have ever driven your car to the Magic
Kingdom you are most likely have taken a trip on one (or opted for the
monorail). There are three boats named the Admiral Joe Fowler, the
Richard F. Irvine, and the General Joe Potter.  Each name of course is
significant to Disney. U.S. Navy Admiral Joe Fowler, an inducted Disney
Legend, was a retired ship builder who Walt Disney recruited to lead the
construction of Disneyland. Richard Irvine also worked on the
construction of Disneyland, and headed the design of many Disneyland
attractions. Without Joe Potter, most will say that there would have not
been a Disney World. General Potter was responsible for transforming
300 acres of unruly Florida land into the Magic Kingdom. He was
inducted into Disney Legends in 1996. So as you board these legendary
ferry boats, head upstairs to enjoy the view and the nostalgia that their
names inspire.

You would think that I might end my transportation tale right here,
however, I would never finish this tour without mentioning my beloved
Disney World buses, a staple in the transportation game. For most of us
the daily convenience of boats and monorails is beyond our means (as
they serve Deluxe resorts), but the Disney buses are our loyal friends.
Almost every 20 minutes, (check your watch, it often feels longer when
you are anxious), one arrives like clockwork to whisk us away to our
favorite places.   Over 1,000 cast members drive buses at the Walt
Disney World Resort. The convenient bus stops and intimate interiors of
the buses are perfect for meeting fellow vacationers and striking up
conversation. Of course, as you may have guessed, I'm not shy. I have
had wonderful experiences on the buses including great chats and
memorable moments. With over 300 miles of paved roads and 40
square miles of territory at Walt Disney World, you can expect to spend
a lot of time on buses.   

My family has learned to make the best of it and to take the predictable
wait, the crowds after the fireworks, and an occasional delay in stride.
We're happy not to have to find our car and argue over driving
directions. Our family's other claim to fame is creating laughable bus
moments. The first was on a stay at Caribbean Beach Resort. Anyone
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who has visited this resort knows of the many stops that encircle the
hotel. On a late night at the parks, with two sleeping children on my lap
and a husband who ended up on the other side of the bus, I missed our
stop. My husband was a bit panicked when he got off the bus and
realized he was missing a wife, two kids, and a stroller. I think I must
have been asleep as well, but awoke to the loudspeaker on the bus
announcing, "Would the women with two sleeping kids please get off
the bus, you missed your stop." My fellow passengers couldn't help but
crack a smile and a few laughs with that one. Only at Disney would my
husband be able to catch the next bus and have them call ahead. I
thought it was hysterical and enjoyed a pleasant stroll back to the
correct stop, sleeping babe in the stroller, and one on my back.   

And to top that one, and to really make you think that I am inept, my
latest bus story involves my poor husband in an ECV following knee
surgery. For some insane reason I decided to remove his key from the
ECV on a very crowded bus, thinking it would be unsafe to leave it in the
ignition. Of course, the key went into my pocket and right out of my
thoughts. The kids were tired and knowing that my husband would take
some time to exit, I boogied ahead to get them into bed. Now picture
this; a crowded bus with two more stops packed with tired passengers,
my husband with a 350 pound ECV, and no key. Doh! Determination
surely shows itself when one wants to be in bed. Three brave men stood
up and dumped that sucker, and my husband, onto the pavement. Their
backs are probably still paying for it. Only at Disney! One phone call
later and I was sprinting back with the key! I am obviously not a night
person. Moral of the story, bus mishaps make for great stories, and
trust me, if you ride with the Fellows Family, you are apt to have a lot of
good ones.

So my guess is a bus ride may not seem like the adventure you were
planning at Disney, but with the right attitude, some hidden secrets and
an adventuresome spirit, Disney transportation can offer up some of
the best memories! 

Some Disney Transportation facts:

&bull;	There are 18 Walt Disney World Transportation cards that can
be collected. 
&bull;	Since 1971, the total miles logged by Walt Disney World monorail
trains would be equal to more than 30 round trips to the moon. 
&bull;	Walt Disney World buses travel more than 12 million miles a year.
 
&bull;	If you are lucky, you can become a First Mate of a watercraft or
a Co-Pilot of a Monorail - ask the driver!  
&bull;	Walt Disney World buses drive enough miles to circle the earth
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at the equator more than eleven times each week! 
&bull;	There are three ferryboats and each has two 85-pound Danforth
anchors, one at each end. 

About The Author: Justine, the author of PassPorter's Disney Speed
Planner: The Easy Ten-Step Program, works in education in
Connecticut. She is also the host of Travel Girl's(TM) Tips for Disney
World podcasts.
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